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RAINBOW as context

Continous improvement and update of
EWF guidelines to new learning methods

Demonstrate that EQF can be applied to a 
well established International

Qualification System
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Expected outcomes

• Methodology for relating International Qualifications to the EQF

LOs definition in accordance with European format

Review and validation by experts

Quality assurance procedures for design and awarding qualifications

• Criteria for relating International Qualifications - IQ to the EQF

Pre-conditions for Qualifications to be eligible as International Qualifications

International criteria and procedures for referencing and levelling to the EQF

Criteria for quality assurance of qualifications referenced to the EQF

▪ Results for benchmarking for other sectors
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Background papers

• European Commission “Study on International Sectoral Qualifications,
Frameworks and Systems” (2016) is a key document for the clarification of the
nature of international sectoral qualifications and for the understanding the
existing possibilities for referencing to the EQF

• The Council Recommendation on the EQF for lifelong learning (2017), includes
the revision on principles for quality assurance to be applied to qualifications
wishing to link to the EQF, namely vocational education and training, higher
education, non-formal and informal learning in the private sector or
international qualifications.
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Actions and Criteria to link 
International Qualifications to EQF

A. Pre-conditions for 
Qualifications to be 

eligible as International 
Qualifications

B. International criteria 
and procedures for 

referencing and levelling 
to the EQF

C. Criteria for quality 
assurance of 

qualifications referenced 
to the EQF

“Study on International Sectoral Qualifications, 
Frameworks and Systems” (2016) 

Council Recommendation 
for EQF (2017), Annex IV
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Approach used

• Map and identify the ACTIONS nd QUALITY ASSURANCE CRITERIA
needed for referencing International Qualifications to the European
Qualifications framework(EQF)

• Verify and describe how the EWF Qualification System COMPLIES
with the identified actions and criteria

• Identify areas where EWF System needs improvement

• Suggest new criteria when applicable
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A  - HOW EWF 
COMPLIES WITH 
PRE-CONDITIONS 
TO BE ELIGIBLE AS 
INTERNATIONAL 
QUALIFICATION
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B  - HOW EWF 
COMPLIES WITH 
INTERNATIONAL 
CRITERIA AND 
PROCEDURES FOR 
REFERENCING TO 
THE EQF
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B  - HOW EWF 
COMPLIES WITH 
INTERNATIONAL 
CRITERIA AND 
PROCEDURES FOR 
REFERENCING TO 
THE EQF
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C -HOW EWF 
COMPLIES WITH 
THE CRITERIA 
FOR QUALITY 
ASSURANCE OF 
QUALIFICATIONS 
REFERENCED TO 
THE EQF
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C -HOW EWF 
COMPLIES 
WITH THE 
CRITERIA FOR 
QUALITY 
ASSURANCE OF 
QUALIFICATION
S REFERENCED 
TO THE EQF
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Areas needing improvement

• Involving all relevant stakeholders in all stages of the process
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Other criteria for consideration

• Specific tools for monitoring for use by external assessor

• Training Centre facilities and equipment

• Training staff requirements

• Trainee assessment/examination

• EQAVET Indicator 5. Placement rate in VET programmes

http://www.eqavet.eu/qc/tns/monitoring-your-system/evaluation/EQAVET_indicators/indicator_5.aspx
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Conclusion

• The establishment of criteria for referencing International
Qualifications to the EQF is a very complex task

• Needs A WIDER DISCUSSION with all relevant stakeholders and
decision makers from the industry and education and training fields
at national and European levels




